
Wednesday Readings 
Public Discussion – Civil, Respectful not Divisive, Destructive 

 
Proverbs 10:19, 23, 25 MSG 
The more talk, the less truth; the wise measure their words. An empty-head 
thinks mischief is fun, but a mindful person relishes wisdom.	When the 
storm is over, there’s nothing left of the wicked; good people, firm on their 
rock foundation, aren’t even fazed. 
 
John 8:1-16, 23, 24 3rd your MSG 
Jesus went across to Mount Olives, but he was soon back in the Temple 
again. Swarms of people came to him. He sat down and taught them. 
 
The religion scholars and Pharisees led in a woman who had been caught in 
an act of adultery. They stood her in plain sight of everyone and said, 
“Teacher, this woman was caught red-handed in the act of adultery. Moses, 
in the Law, gives orders to stone such persons. What do you say?” They 
were trying to trap him into saying something incriminating so they could 
bring charges against him. 
 
Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger in the dirt. They kept at him, 
badgering him. He straightened up and said, “The sinless one among you, go 
first: Throw the stone.” Bending down again, he wrote some more in the 
dirt. 
 
Hearing that, they walked away, one after another, beginning with the oldest. 
The woman was left alone. Jesus stood up and spoke to her. “Woman, where 
are they? Does no one condemn you?”  “No one, Master.” 
 
“Neither do I,” said Jesus. “Go on your way. From now on, don’t sin.”  Jesus 
once again addressed them: “I am the world’s Light. No one who follows me 
stumbles around in the darkness. I provide plenty of light to live in.” 
 
The Pharisees objected, “All we have is your word on this. We need more 
than this to go on.” 
 
Jesus replied, “You’re right that you only have my word. But you can 
depend on it being true. I know where I’ve come from and where I go next. 
You don’t know where I’m from or where I’m headed. You decide 
according to what you can see and touch. I don’t make judgments like that. 



But even if I did, my judgment would be true because I wouldn’t make it out 
of the narrowness of my experience but in the largeness of the One who sent 
me, the Father.  
 
Jesus said, “You’re tied down to the mundane; I’m in touch with what is 
beyond your horizons. You live in terms of what you see and touch. I’m 
living on other terms. I told you that you were missing God in all this.  
You’re missing God in your lives.” 
 
Proverbs 16:1, 3, 27-28, 32 NKJV 
The preparations of the heart belong to man, but the answer of the tongue is 
from the LORD.  Commit your works to the LORD, and your thoughts will be 
established.  An ungodly man digs up evil, and it is on his lips like a burning 
fire.  A perverse man sows strife, and a whisperer separates the best of 
friends.  He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and he who rules 
his spirit than he who takes a city. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:10-12, 20 MSG 
I have a serious concern to bring up with you, my friends, using the 
authority of Jesus, our Master. I’ll put it as urgently as I can: You must get 
along with each other. You must learn to be considerate of one another, 
cultivating a life in common. 
 
I bring this up because some from Chloe’s family brought a most disturbing 
report to my attention—that you’re fighting among yourselves! I’ll tell you 
exactly what I was told: You’re all picking sides, going around saying, “I’m 
on Paul’s side,” or “I’m for Apollos,” or “Peter is my man,” or “I’m in the 
Messiah group.” 
 
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of 
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
 
John 7:24 MSG, 24 ESV 
Don’t be nitpickers; use your head—and heart!—to discern what is right, to 
test what is authentically right.”  Do not judge by appearances, but judge 
with right judgment.” 
 
Psalm 133:1 ESV 
Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity! 



John 13:34-35 In MSG 
In the same way I loved you, you love one another. This is how everyone 
will recognize that you are my disciples—when they see the love you have 
for each other.” 

2 Corinthians 5:14-15, 17-20 The old (to now) MSG 
Our firm decision is to work from this focused center: One man died for 
everyone. That puts everyone in the same boat. He included everyone in his 
death so that everyone could also be included in his life, a resurrection life, a 
far better life than people ever lived on their own. 

The old life is gone; a new life burgeons! Look at it! All this comes from the 
God who settled the relationship between us and him, and then called us to 
settle our relationships with each other. God put the world square with 
himself through the Messiah, giving the world a fresh start by offering 
forgiveness of sins. God has given us the task of telling everyone what he is 
doing. We’re Christ’s representatives. God uses us to persuade men and 
women to drop their differences and enter into God’s work of making things 
right between them. We’re speaking for Christ himself now… 

Hebrews 12:1-2 (to faith) 
Therefore, seeing we also are compassed about by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily 
beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, looking 
unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith… 

2 Corinthians 10:3-5 ESV 
For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the 
flesh.  For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine 
power to destroy strongholds.  We destroy arguments and every lofty 
opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive 
to obey Christ… 

Science and Health with key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
(unless noted)

91:1-7 
The Revelator tells us of “a new heaven and a new earth.” Have you ever 
pictured this heaven and earth, inhabited by beings under the control of 
supreme wisdom?  



 
Let us rid ourselves of the belief that man is separated from God, and obey 
only the divine Principle, Life and Love. 
 
192:4-7 
We are Christian Scientists, only as we quit our reliance upon that which is 
false and grasp the true. We are not Christian Scientists until we leave all for 
Christ. Human opinions are not spiritual. 
 
Mis. 59:19-28 (to Mind) 
The Scriptures refer to God as saying, “Come now, and let us reason 
together.” There is but one right Mind, and that one should and does govern 
man. Any copartnership with that Mind is impossible; and the only benefit in 
speaking often one to another, arises from the success that one individual has 
with another in leading his thoughts away from the human mind or body, 
and guiding them with Truth. That individual is the best healer who asserts 
himself the least, and thus becomes a transparency for the divine Mind… 
 
Mis. 223:25-32 (np) 
There is immense wisdom in the old proverb, “He that is slow to anger is 
better than the mighty.” Hannah More said, “If I wished to punish my 
enemy, I should make him hate somebody.” 
 
To punish ourselves for others’ faults, is superlative folly. The mental arrow 
shot from another’s bow is practically harmless, unless our own thought 
barbs it. It is our pride that makes another’s criticism rankle, our self-will 
that makes another’s deed offensive, our egotism that feels hurt by another’s 
self-assertion. Well may we feel wounded by our own faults; but we can 
hardly afford to be miserable for the faults of others. 
 
A courtier told Constantine that a mob had broken the head of his statue with 
stones. The emperor lifted his hands to his head, saying: “It is very 
surprising, but I don’t feel hurt in the least.” 
 
We should remember that the world is wide; that there are a thousand 
million different human wills, opinions, ambitions, tastes, and loves; that 
each person has a different history, constitution, culture, character, from all 
the rest; that human life is the work, the play, the ceaseless action and 
reaction upon each other of these different atoms. Then, we should go forth 
into life with the smallest expectations, but with the largest patience; with a 



keen relish for and appreciation of everything beautiful, great, and good, but 
with a temper so genial that the friction of the world shall not wear upon our 
sensibilities; with an equanimity so settled that no passing breath nor 
accidental disturbance shall agitate or ruffle it; with a charity broad enough 
to cover the whole world’s evil, and sweet enough to neutralize what is bitter 
in it, — determined not to be offended when no wrong is meant, nor even 
when it is, unless the offense be against God. 
 
Nothing short of our own errors should offend us. He who can wilfully 
attempt to injure another, is an object of pity rather than of resentment; while 
it is a question in my mind, whether there is enough of a flatterer, a fool, or a 
liar, to offend a whole-souled woman. 
 
444:13-19 
Students are advised by the author to be charitable and kind, not only 
towards differing forms of religion and medicine, but to those who hold 
these differing opinions. Let us be faithful in pointing the way through 
Christ, as we understand it, but let us also be careful always to “judge 
righteous judgment,” and never to condemn rashly. 
 
405:5-9 
Christian Science commands man to master the propensities, — to hold 
hatred in abeyance with kindness, to conquer lust with chastity, revenge with 
charity, and to overcome deceit with honesty. 
 
Mis. 290:21 
When will the world cease to judge of causes from a personal sense of 
things, conjectural and misapprehensive! When thought dwells in God, —
 and it should not, to our consciousness, dwell elsewhere, — one must 
benefit those who hold a place in one’s memory, whether it be friend or foe, 
and each share the benefit of that radiation. This individual blessedness and 
blessing comes not so much from individual as from universal love: it emits 
light because it reflects; and all who are receptive share this equally. 
 
306:25 
Undisturbed amid the jarring testimony of the material senses, Science, still 
enthroned, is unfolding to mortals the immutable, harmonious, divine 
Principle,  — is unfolding Life and the universe, ever present and eternal. 
 
454:19-21, 22-23 



Right motives give pinions to thought, and strength and freedom to speech 
and action.  Wait patiently for divine Love to move upon the waters of 
mortal mind, and form the perfect concept. 
 
Mis. 8:9, 19-4 
Who is thine enemy that thou shouldst love him? Is it a creature or a thing 
outside thine own creation? 
 
Can you see an enemy, except you first formulate this enemy and then look 
upon the object of your own conception? What is it that harms you? Can 
height, or depth, or any other creature separate you from the Love that is 
omnipresent good, — that blesses infinitely one and all? 
 
Whatever purifies, sanctifies, and consecrates human life, is not an enemy, 
however much we suffer in the process. Shakespeare writes: “Sweet are the 
uses of adversity.” Jesus said: “Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, 
and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for 
my sake; . . . for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.” 
 
The Hebrew law with its “Thou shalt not,” its demand and sentence, can 
only be fulfilled through the gospel’s benediction. Then, “Blessed are ye,” 
insomuch as the consciousness of good, grace, and peace, comes through 
affliction rightly understood, as sanctified by the purification it brings to the 
flesh, — to pride, self-ignorance, self-will, self-love, self-justification. 
 
280:17-21 
Moses declared as Jehovah’s first command of the Ten: “Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me!” But behold the zeal of belief to establish the opposite 
error of many minds. 
 
205:22 
When we realize that there is one Mind, the divine law of loving our 
neighbor as ourselves is unfolded; whereas a belief in many ruling minds 
hinders man’s normal drift towards the one Mind, one God, and leads human 
thought into opposite channels where selfishness reigns. 
 
238:25-26 
Society is a foolish juror, listening only to one side of the case.  People with 
mental work before them have no time for gossip about false law or 
testimony. 



 
307:20 
If we regard matter as intelligent, and Mind as both good and evil, every sin 
or supposed material pain and pleasure seems normal, a part of God’s 
creation, and so weighs against our course Spiritward. 
 
Mis.131:1 
Whoever challenges the errors of others and cherishes his own, can neither 
help himself nor others; he will be called a moral nuisance, a fungus, a 
microbe, a mouse gnawing at the vitals of humanity. The darkness in one’s 
self must first be cast out, in order rightly to discern darkness or to reflect 
light. 
 
355:26 
Without this understanding, no one is capable of impartial or correct 
criticism, because demonstration and spiritual understanding are God’s 
immortal keynotes, proved to be such by our Master and evidenced by the 
sick who are cured and by the sinners who are reformed. 
 
445:19-21 (to energy) 
Christian Science silences human will, quiets fear with Truth and Love, and 
illustrates the unlabored motion of the divine energy… 
 
Man. 41:23 may 
…may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 
 
 
 


